
Minors Abbreviated Rules  
Please see full rules online at bigwalnutbaseball.com 
 
The coaches and umpire will sign off on the official score card to confirm play 
 
Game Length 
Games will be maximum of 5 innings.  
Umpires will call final inning 1:35 after the scheduled start of the game. 
Maximum of 5 runs per inning except the final inning which is unlimited runs. 
 
Playing Time.  
All players will bat the entire game.  
No player will sit for more than 1 consecutive inning. 
 
The Minors Division will follow the Ohio High School Baseball Rule Book except for the following: 
 

1. Only the starting pitcher of the game may re-enter the game as a pitcher and only if the re-entry is in a 
different inning from when the pitcher was removed.  

2. If a pitcher hits three batters the player must be pulled from the game.  
3. The umpires shall call balks only for instructional purposes.  
4. There shall be no intentional walks.  
5. Base runners must wait until the ball reaches the plate before leaving the base.  In the usual situation, if a 

base runner leaves early and the pitch is not hit, the runner will be returned to the base except if the play 
resulted in the runner being out.  If the base runner leaves early and the ball is hit, the defensive team can 
elect either to take the result of the play or to have the runner returned to the base and the pitch being 
replayed.  Repeated violations of this rule may result in runners being called out for leaving early.  

6. Stealing of home is NOT allowed in the Minor League. Runners may not advance to home on a pitch or a 
throwback to the pitcher, but runners may advance to home on all other baseball plays.  

7. Dropped Third Strike.  The dropped third strike rule shall not be enforced; the batter shall be out and runners 
may advance at their own risk. 

8. Sliding Required.  All players must slide to avoid contact at all bases.  It is up to the runner to avoid contact. 
No runner may purposely collide with a fielder when making a tag.  If a collision occurs and the runner did 
not try to avoid the contact the runner is out and may be subject to ejection from the game if the contact is 
severe enough.  This is a judgment call to be made by the umpire. 

 
Pitch Count and Days of Rest 
 

SAFE PITCH COUNTS  DAYS OF REST NEEDED 

 Number of Pitches Thrown 

Age Per Game Maximum 0 Days  1 Day 2 Days 3 Days 

Minors 50 25 or less 26-29 30-39 40-50 

 
Pitchers may finish the batter when they have reached the maximum number of 60 pitches for the day.  Pitchers may 
not finish batters at earlier limits.  If a pitcher is at 39 pitches and finishes the batter and ends up at 42 pitches he 
would need to have 2 days rest instead of 1. 

 


